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oat rearing is an important livestock activity for many rural households. Goats provide meat, milk in 

suitable systems, manure and breeding animals. They can be raised by small and marginal farmers and can 

fit into mixed farming systems where crops and livestock support each other. The economics of goat rearing 

depends on herd size, breed, feed availability, health management, mortality, kidding rate, labour and market 

prices. A profitable enterprise therefore requires regular planning and record keeping. 

Initial Investment 
The first investment may include the purchase of breeding does and bucks, housing, feeders, water 

arrangements and basic equipment. The cost differs widely by breed, age, health and local market conditions. 

Farmers should avoid calculating the business only from the purchase price of animals. Housing, transport, 

veterinary care and working capital are also part of the investment. A simple budget prepared before starting 

can prevent financial difficulties later. 

Breeds and Production Goals 
Breed choice should match the local environment and the farmer's objective. Some goats are preferred for meat, 

some for milk and some for breeding. Locally adapted animals may have advantages in particular environments 

because they are accustomed to local conditions. The best breed is not necessarily the most expensive one. A 

suitable animal with good health, reproductive performance and adaptation can be more useful to a small 

farmer than an animal requiring management beyond the farm's capacity. 

Feed and Nutrition 
Feed is one of the main recurring costs in goat production. Depending on the local system, goats may use 

grazing, tree leaves, crop residues, fodder crops and purchased feed. Balanced nutrition supports growth, 

reproduction and disease resistance. Pregnant and growing animals may require special attention. Farmers 

should also provide clean water and suitable mineral supplementation where necessary. 

Housing and Health Management 
Good housing protects goats from rain, extreme temperatures, poor hygiene and predators. Floors should be 

designed to remain reasonably dry, and overcrowding should be avoided. Vaccination, parasite control, hygiene 

and early treatment are important economic measures because disease can reduce growth, reproduction and 

survival. Veterinary advice should be used for local disease risks and vaccination schedules. 

Income Sources 
Meat sales are a major income source. Farmers may also earn from milk, breeding animals and manure 

depending on their production system. Selling healthy kids at the right age and weight can contribute 

significantly to farm income. Income is often seasonal. Demand may increase around festivals and social 

occasions, while prices may differ according to animal size and condition. Market timing should therefore be 

considered when planning sales. 

Cost and Profit Calculation 
A basic economic calculation can be made by adding fixed and recurring costs and comparing them with total 

sales. Costs may include animal purchase, feed, labour, medicine, housing maintenance, transport and 

marketing. Records of births, deaths, feed expenses, treatment and sales are extremely useful. They show 

whether the herd is actually profitable rather than simply generating cash from occasional animal sales. 

Risk Management 
Major risks include disease outbreaks, kid mortality, feed shortages, extreme weather and price fluctuations. 

Farmers can reduce risk through healthy breeding stock, planned vaccination, adequate feed reserves, proper 

housing and reliable market connections. Diversification can also help. Combining goats with crops, fodder 

production or other suitable livestock may spread income sources and allow better use of farm resources. 

Role in Rural Livelihoods 
Goat rearing can provide regular or occasional income and can act as a productive household asset. Family 

members can participate in feeding, cleaning, monitoring and marketing.  
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In many rural systems, livestock also provides a form of financial security because animals can be sold when 

cash is required. Training and access to veterinary services, credit and markets can increase the chances of 

success. 

Conclusion 
Goat rearing can be an economically useful enterprise when animal health, feeding, breeding, housing and 

marketing are managed carefully. The most important lesson is that profitability depends on the whole 

production system rather than on the selling price of goats alone. Farmers should begin at a manageable scale, 

maintain accurate records, use locally appropriate management practices and expand only after the enterprise 

has shown stable performance. 


